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Outline

• Why do I need an SCA website?

• What do I put on it?

• How do I set it up?



Disclaimer
• This class is focused on one easy to understand & free 

route to producing a good SCA website. There are lots of 
options that we will not be discussing in this class. 

• We will not have time to discuss things like

• other site building systems (Weebly, Joomla!, Drupal, etc.)

• other bloggling approaches (tumblr, Pinterest)

• hosting

• domain names

• “Fair Use” of copyrighted material

• Feel free to research them and make other choices.



Why do I want an SCA Website?

• Share your knowledge, work, enthusiasm

• Find other folks interested in your topic

• Make your work visible outside of your local group to help 
with SCA recognition



Defining your site

• What is it about? 

• All of your A&S Work?

• A more specific topic?

• Start small and expand over time.



Defining your site

• Break your subject into subtopics; categorize

• By year or era

• By country or region (Spanish/English/French…)

• By something else (shirts/pants/hats, daggers/axes/swords, etc.)

• Do you have about 1-3 sheets of paper worth of material 
for each category? Combine or subdivide until you have 
about that amount to say/show about each one.



Defining your site

• What is your intended audience? 

• What is their knowledge level on your topic?



What do you put on your site? 
(1 of 3)

• Your own work

• Pictures (see our class on photos!)

• Descriptions

• How-to’s

• Videos

• Your documentation

• PDFs of handouts



What do you put on your site?
(2 of 3)

• About You Page

• Name

• Picture of you

• Contact info

• Background

• Link to your Order of Precidence (awards list) page on the 
Atlantia site



What do you put on your site?
(3 of 3)

• List of classes taught with links to handouts/slides/notes

• References to period sources

• Links to other people’s work 

• Do not post other people’s work without permission and credit

• “Fair Use” is a legal standard for use of copyrighted material 
without permission. Google it for more information.

• Linking to someone else’s site is the preferred approach.



Setting up a website
part 1: pick a name

• Your sca name (Kaleeb)

• Your name and title (BaronLlwyd)

• The topic of your work (LearnFiore)

• Have a couple of different ideas ready

• Don’t worry about the .com/.org/.net etc extension



Setting up a website
part 2: your Wordpress account

• Go to wordpress.com

• Click get started, then “start with a website”

• Type in your first website name idea

• Select free options, or try one of your other name 
ideas. Repeat until you find a good available 
choice.

• Give them your email address and a password 
that you’ll use to edit the site

• Write down your final site name and password



Setting up a website
part 3: Collect your materials

• Collect what you have

• Locate existing pictures or artwork

• Locate existing class handouts, papers, links

• List what you need to create

• New pictures

• New descriptions



Setting up a website
part 4: Look at other sites for ideas

• Our websites

• Kaleeb.galtham.org

• BaronLlwyd.org

• LearnFiore.org



Setting up a website
part 5: Editing your Website

• Remember the website and password 
you reserved at wordpress.com 

• Using your web browser (Chrome, IE, etc) 
go to http://yourwebsite/wp-admin

• Log-in with your username (site name) or 
email and password if necessary



Wordpress Interface 

Themes, menus, widgets, lots of other settings are here

These 4 items add things to your site



Wordpress Interfaces

Same Options, different 
colors, slightly different words

You may see both versions as
you set up your site.

Our examples will use the 
black background menus

You can get back to the black 
interface by going back to 
http://yourwebsite/wp-admin

“improved experience”

“Dashboard”

Wordpress.com was changing its interface as we 
were creating this class.



Setting up a website
part 6: Themes

• Themes define your overall layout

• see wordpress.com/themes for 100’s 
of options

• You’ll replace all the pictures and text 
from the template later



Themes Walkthrough

1. Select Themes under “Appearance”

2. Scroll through the list and 
select one to try. 

I like a theme named  “Twenty 
Ten”, so I searched for “Twenty”

3. Some themes cost money. There
are many great free ones to try.



Themes Walkthrough

Scroll down to find a theme you
want. You can read about it by 
clicking “Theme Details”, 
Preview, or Activate it.

Feel free to try as many themes
as you like. Your content will not
get lost and you can always change
back.



Themes Walkthrough

New website with 
default theme “Dara”
before any editing

Selected theme “Twenty Ten”
site before any editing

Themes can completely change
the look-and-feel of your site.



Themes Walkthrough

1. Select “Appearance”, then “Customize” 

2. You can use this menu to
customize the theme: Set your
site title, the image used at the top
of the page, your color scheme, and
fonts. 

3. Hit the blue button to save
your changes.

4. Some of these options can also
be found in Settings>General.



Setting up a website
part 7: Pictures, PDFs, & Files

• Wordpress calls these “Media”

• Upload some pictures or PDFs for 
your site

• If you can reduce the resolution of 
pictures before uploading you’ll save 
space and time - your free site is 
limited to 3000 MB 



Media Walkthrough

Your current 
media files. These
particular ones
are included with
a new site. 

Click this “Add New”
Button to upload your
own pictures and PDFs 



Media Walkthrough

Drag your files onto this
window to upload them
to Wordpress.



Setting up a website
part 8: Topics & Pages

• Use the simple word processor tools to write your 
text. Remember your target audience.

• Add your pictures to illustrate your words.

• See your work

• Open your site in another window and hit the refresh 
button to verify your changes

• Edit and tweak the page until happy, remember to 
hit the “Update” button



Pages Walkthrough

Select “All Pages” under “Pages” to 
see all of the current pages.

Wordpress starts you with 5 sample
pages. You should edit these to start, 
then you can add more if you want.

Hover over the “Home” page and
select “Edit” under it.



Pages Walkthrough

Click in the text portion of the
window and change the text to
be more specific for your site.

Editing your page is just like using
a word processor.

Click the blue button on
the right to save your 
edits.

Hit this “Add Media” button
to add one of your uploaded
pictures to the page.

Set the name of 
the page here.

Check your page, tweak,
save, and check again

until you’re happy!



Adding Links to your Pages

2. Type a description of 
the item you’re linking to,
highlight it, then…

1. Linking to other sites or pages is 
a very common, and easy, addition
to your pages

3. Click the chain icon to bring up
a window where you can type the
web address of what you are linking to.

4.Remember to hit
the blue update button
to save your work!



Setting up a website
part 9: Posts

• The “Blog” page of your site is configured 
to act as a simple blog where you can add 
short news or other update items.

• Items are added to this page using the 
“Posts” menu option.

• Edit your text and add pictures just like 
when creating a standalone page.

• You can make this blog your front page if 
you want later on.

• Post regular updates about what you’re 
doing, teaching, or have recently added to 
the site (see LearnFiore.org)



Allow Comments?

• Some sites allow site readers to respond and discuss 
posts on the site.

• We don’t recommend this due to spam issues. 

• Facebook or a full featured blog are better choices.



Emphasizing your Blog?
OPTIONAL!!! 
You can make your blog page your front page by 
choosing “Settings”, then “Reading”. 

Click here to change which page
appears when visitors first load
your site.



Setting up a website
part 10: Menus and Navigation

• Depending on your theme selection, 
you may have one or more menus

• Menus are used to organize your 
pages and assist your readers in 
finding what they are interested in.

• Select “Appearance/Menus” option on 
the left side controls. 



Menu Walkthrough

Drag your items around in 
the “Menu Structure” 
section to order your menu 
and sub-menu items. You 
can also edit the menu 
item text here.

Add a new page, 
blog post or 
outside link to 
your menu with 
the left side
options.

All items are pages on our site except 
for the YouTube channel item.

The indented items are 
sub-menu items that will 
drop down. 

Select 
“Appearance”, 
then “Menus”



Setting up a website
part 11: Widgets (advanced)

• Most themes have a side bar that you 
can add useful information or more 
navigation to.

• These items are called “widgets” and 
are accessed under the Appearance 
menu.

• You can add widgets to the side or 
bottom (“footer”) of your pages.

• Look at other pages for ideas.



Widget’s Walkthrough

Drag and Drop Widgets to order 
and position them



Share your Website

• Announce it (on your own wall) on Facebook, Pinterest, 
etc. include a link

• Add it to your facebook profile

• Put it on your class handouts

• Put it on business cards available at your A&S displays

• Give it to your Peer or other SCA A&S friend



Update your Website

• Make a habit of posting pictures of your latest projects, 
your class handouts, etc. as you create them!

• If you are using your site’s blog, highlight your latest 
work, upcoming classes, etc.

• Consider mentioning your latest project being added to 
your site on your Facebook wall.



How is my site doing?

Wordpress can give you statistics on how
many visitors you have had by selecting “Site 
Stats”



Doing more with Wordpress

• https://learn.wordpress.com/

• Youtube tutorials

• Google for text walkthroughs

• 1000’s of books



Next Time: Pictures

• What to photograph

• What pictures to take of it

• How to take pictures

• Bring 1-3 items for us to demonstrate in our studios

• Preferably 12” or less in largest dimension

• Optional: bring your own camera/cell-phone

• Check your batteries and memory card!

• We’ll post pictures to the public google album

• https://class2.baronllwyd.org

• Studios available on request on later A&S nights


