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Disclaimer
ÅThis class is focused on one easy to understand & free route to 

producing a good SCA website. There are lots of options that 
we will not be discussing in this class. 

ÅWe will not have time to discuss things like

Åother site building systems (Weebly, Joomla!, Drupal, etc.)

Åother bloggling approaches (tumblr, Pinterest)

Åhosting

Ådomain names

ÅȰ&ÁÉÒ 5ÓÅȱ ÏÆ ÃÏÐÙÒÉÇÈÔÅÄ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌ
ÅFeel free to research them and make other choices.



Why do I want an SCA Website?

ÅMake your work visible outside of your local group to help 
with SCA recognition

ÅShare your knowledge, work, enthusiasm

ÅFind other folks interested in your topic



What is your Site About?

ÅAll of your A&S Work?

ÅA more specific topic?

ÅWhat is your audience and what is their knowledge of 
your topic?

ÅStart small and expand over time.



Defining your site

ÅBreak your subject into subtopics; categorize

ÅBy year or era

Å"Ù ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ÏÒ ÒÅÇÉÏÎ ɉ3ÐÁÎÉÓÈȾ%ÎÇÌÉÓÈȾ&ÒÅÎÃÈȣɊ
ÅBy something else (shirts/pants/hats, 

daggers/axes/swords, etc.)

ÅDo you have about 1-3 sheets of paper worth of material 
for each category? 



What do you put on your site? 
(1 of 3)

ÅYour own work

ÅPictures with captions

ÅTutorials

ÅVideos

ÅYour documentation

ÅPDFs of handouts



What do you put on your site?
(2 of 3)

ÅAbout You Page

ÅName

ÅPicture of you

ÅContact info

ÅBackground

ÅLink to your Order of Precidence(awards list) page on 
the Atlantia site

ÅList of classes taught

ÅSCA resume/link to Atlantian Wiki 



What do you put on your site?
(3 of 3)

ÅReferences to period sources

Å,ÉÎËÓ ÔÏ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ×ÏÒË 
ÅDo ÎÏÔ ÐÏÓÔ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ×ÏÒË ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÐÅÒÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ 

and credit

ÅȰ&ÁÉÒ 5ÓÅȱ ÉÓ Á ÌÅÇÁÌ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄ ÆÏÒ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÃÏÐÙÒÉÇÈÔÅÄ 
material without permission. Google it for more 
information.

Å,ÉÎËÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ÅÌÓÅȭÓ ÓÉÔÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ 
approach.



Setting up a website
part 1: Look at other sites for ideas

ÅOur websites

ÅKaleeb.galtham.org

ÅBaronLlwyd.org (Joomla!)

ÅLearnFiore.org

ÅLloydTech.org

Å4hschoolyardhabitat.galtham.org



Setting up a website
part 2: Collect your materials

ÅCollect what you have

ÅLocate existing pictures or artwork

ÅLocate existing class handouts, papers, links

ÅList what you need to create

ÅNew pictures

ÅNew descriptions



Setting up a website
part 3: pick a name

ÅYour sca name (Kaleeb)

ÅYour name and title (BaronLlwyd)

ÅThe topic of your work (LearnFiore)

ÅHave a couple of different ideas ready

Å$ÏÎȭÔ ×ÏÒÒÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ȢÃÏÍȾȢÏÒÇȾȢÎÅÔ ÅÔÃ ÅØÔÅÎÓÉÏÎ



Setting up a website
part 4: your Wordpress account

ÅGo to wordpress.com

ÅClick Ȱ'ÅÔ 3ÔÁÒÔÅÄȱ

ÅCreate or login to an account

ÅType in your first website name idea

ÅSelect free options, or try one of your other 
name ideas. Repeat until you find an 
available choice that you like.

ÅWrite downyour final site name and 
password



Answer Some Questions about your 
Site



Setting up a website
part 5: Logging into your Website

ÅRemember the website and password 
you reserved at wordpress.com

ÅProbably sitename.wordpress.com 

ÅUsing your web browser (Chrome, IE, etc) 
go to http://yourwebsite/wp-admin

ÅLog-in with your username (site name) or 
email and password if necessary



Wordpress Interface 

Themes, menus, widgets, lots of other settings are here

These 4 items add things to your site



Setting up a website
part 6: Themes

ÅȰ4ÈÅÍÅÓȱ define your overall layout

ÅSee ×ÏÒÄÐÒÅÓÓȢÃÏÍȾÔÈÅÍÅÓ ÆÏÒ ΧΦΦȭÓ 
of options

Å9ÏÕȭÌÌ ÒÅÐÌÁÃÅ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÅØÔ 
from the theme later

Themes can completely change
the look-and-feel of your site. 

$ÅÆÁÕÌÔ ÔÈÅÍÅ Ȱ$ÁÒÁȱ

.Å× ÔÈÅÍÅ Ȱ4×ÅÎÔÙ 4ÅÎȱThemes can even change 
how you edit your site!



Themes Walkthrough

ΧȢ 3ÅÌÅÃÔ 4ÈÅÍÅÓ ÕÎÄÅÒ Ȱ!ÐÐÅÁÒÁÎÃÅȱ

2. Scroll through the list and 
select one to try. 

) ÌÉËÅ Á ÔÈÅÍÅ ÎÁÍÅÄ  Ȱ4×ÅÎÔÙ 
4ÅÎȱȟ ÓÏ ) ÓÅÁÒÃÈÅÄ ÆÏÒ Ȱ4×ÅÎÔÙȱ

3. Some themes cost money. There
are many great free ones to try.
3ÅÌÅÃÔ ȰÐÒÅÖÉÅ×ȱ ÏÒ ȰÁÃÔÉÖÁÔÅȱ ÔÏ ÖÉÅ×



New Full-Site Editing (FSE) on 
Some Themes



Themes Walkthrough ɀ(Non FSE)

ΧȢ 3ÅÌÅÃÔ Ȱ!ÐÐÅÁÒÁÎÃÅȱȟ ÔÈÅÎ Ȱ#ÕÓÔÏÍÉÚÅȱ 

2. You can use this menu to
customize the theme: Set your
site title, the image used at the top
of the page, your color scheme, and
fonts. 

3. Hit the blue button to save
your changes.

4. Some of these options can also
be found in Settings>General.



Setting up a website
part 7: Pictures, PDFs, & Files

ÅWordpress calls these Ȱ-ÅÄÉÁȱ

ÅUpload some pictures or PDFs for 
your site

ÅIf you can reduce the resolution of 
ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÓ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÕÐÌÏÁÄÉÎÇ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÓÁÖÅ 
space and time - your free site is 
limited to 3000 MB 



Media Walkthrough

Your current 
media files. These
particular ones
were included with
my new site. 

#ÌÉÃË ÔÈÉÓ Ȱ!ÄÄ .Å×ȱ
Button to upload your
own pictures and PDFs 



Media Walkthrough

Drag your files onto this
window to upload them
to Wordpress.



Photo Editing in Wordpress

Scaling, cropping, and rotating is possible within Wordpress 
itself

Crop Rotate



Setting up a website
part 8: Pages

ÅUse the simple word processor tools to write your 
text. Remember your target audience.

ÅAdd your pictures to illustrate your words.

ÅEdit and tweak the page until happy, remember to 
ÈÉÔ ÔÈÅ Ȱ5ÐÄÁÔÅȱ ÂÕÔÔÏÎ

ÅSee your work

ÅOpen your site in another window and hit the 
refresh button to verify your changes



Pages Walkthrough

3ÅÌÅÃÔ Ȱ!ÌÌ 0ÁÇÅÓȱ ÕÎÄÅÒ Ȱ0ÁÇÅÓȱ ÔÏ 
see all of the current pages.

Wordpress starts you with 5 sample
pages. You should edit these to start, 
then you can add more if you want.

(ÏÖÅÒ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ Ȱ(ÏÍÅȱ ÐÁÇÅ ÁÎÄ
ÓÅÌÅÃÔ Ȱ%ÄÉÔȱ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÉÔȢ



Pages Walkthrough

Click in the text portion of the
window and change the text to
be more specific for your site.

Editing your page is just like using
a word processor.

#ÌÉÃË ÔÈÅ ÂÌÕÅ Ȱ5ÐÄÁÔÅȱ ÏÒ 
Ȱ0ÕÂÌÉÓÈȱ ÂÕÔÔÏÎ ÏÎ
the right to save your 
edits.

(ÉÔ ÔÈÉÓ Ȱ!ÄÄ -ÅÄÉÁȱ ÂÕÔÔÏÎ
to add one of your uploaded
pictures to the page.

Set the name of 
the page here.

Check your page, tweak,
save, and check again
ÕÎÔÉÌ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÈÁÐÐÙȦ



Adding Links to your Pages

2. Type a description of 
ÔÈÅ ÉÔÅÍ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÌÉÎËÉÎÇ ÔÏȟ
ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔ ÉÔȟ ÔÈÅÎȣ

1. Linking to other sites or pages is 
a very common, and easy, addition
to your pages

3. Click the chain icon to bring up
a window where you can type the
web address of what you are linking to.

4.Remember to hit
the blue update button
to save your work!



Setting up a website
part 9: Posts

ÅThe Ȱ"ÌÏÇȱ page of your site is configured 
to act as a simple blog where you can add 
short news or other update items.

ÅItems are added to this page using the 
Ȱ0ÏÓÔÓȱ ÍÅÎÕ ÏÐÔÉÏÎ.

ÅEdit your text and add pictures just like 
when creating a standalone page.

ÅYou can make this blog your front page if 
ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÏÎȟ ÂÕÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÉÆ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ 
to post regular ÕÐÄÁÔÅÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ×ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ 
doing, teaching, or have recently added to 
the site (see LearnFiore.org)



Allow Comments?

ÅSome sites allow site readers to respond and discuss 
posts on the site.

Å7Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÃÏÍÍÅÎÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ÓÐÁÍ ÉÓÓÕÅÓȢ 
ÅFacebook or a full featured blog are better choices.



Emphasizing your Blog?
OPTIONAL!!! 
You can make your blog page your front page by 
ÃÈÏÏÓÉÎÇ Ȱ3ÅÔÔÉÎÇÓȱȟ ÔÈÅÎ Ȱ2ÅÁÄÉÎÇȱȢ 

Click here to change which page
appears when visitors first load
your site.



Setting up a website
part 10: Menus and Navigation

ÅDepending on your theme selection, 
you may have one or more menus

ÅMenus are used to organize your 
pages and assist your readers in 
finding what they are interested in.

ÅWithout a menu or links readers will 
not find anything other than your 
front page.

Å3ÅÌÅÃÔ Ȱ!ÐÐÅÁÒÁÎÃÅȾ-ÅÎÕÓȱ ÏÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ 
the left side controls. 



Menu Walkthrough

4. Drag your items around 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱ-ÅÎÕ 3ÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅȱ 
section to order your menu 
and sub-menu items. You 
can also edit the menu 
item text here.

3. Add a new 
page, blog post 
or outside link to 
your menu with 
the left side
options.

1. All items are pages on our site 
except for the YouTube channel item.

5. The indented items are 
sub-menu items that will 
drop down. 

2. Select 
Ȱ!ÐÐÅÁÒÁÎÃÅȱȟ 
ÔÈÅÎ Ȱ-ÅÎÕÓȱ



Setting up a website
part 11: Widgets (advanced)

ÅMost themes have a side bar that you 
can add useful information or more 
navigation to.

Å4ÈÅÓÅ ÉÔÅÍÓ ÁÒÅ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ×ÉÄÇÅÔÓȱ ÁÎÄ 
are accessed under the Appearance 
menu.

ÅYou can add widgets to the side or 
ÂÏÔÔÏÍ ɉȰÆÏÏÔÅÒȱɊ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÁÇÅÓȢ

ÅLook at other pages for ideas.



7ÉÄÇÅÔȭÓ 7ÁÌËÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ

Drag and Drop Widgets to order 
and position them



Share your Website
ÅAnnounce it on Facebook, Pinterest, Instagram, Twitter, 
!ÔÌÁÎÔÉÁȭÓWiki, etc. include a link

ÅAdd it to your facebookprofile

ÅPut it on your class handouts

ÅPut it on business cards available at your A&S displays

ÅConsider a digital business card with an NFC and/or QR link

ÅGive it to your Peer or other SCA A&S friend



Update your Website

ÅMake a habit of posting pictures of your latest projects, 
your class handouts, etc. as you create them!

ÅIf you are using ÙÏÕÒ ÓÉÔÅȭÓ blog, highlight your latest 
work, upcoming classes, etc.

ÅConsider mentioning your latest project being added to 
your site on your Facebook wall.



Doing more with Wordpress

Åhttps://learn.wordpress.com/

ÅYoutube tutorials

ÅGoogle for text walkthroughs

ÅΧΦΦΦȭÓ ÏÆ ÂÏÏËÓ



SCA photo etiquette

Need releases from photographer and subjects to 
use on official webpages or newsletters

Photographer ÃÁÎ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ Á ȰÂÌÁÎËÅÔȱ ÒÅÌÅÁÓÅ ÆÏÒ 
SCA use

When in doubt, ask permission



General Photo Guidelines

ÅTake lots of shots- ȰÆÉÌÍȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÇÉÔÁÌ ÁÇÅ ÉÓ ÆÒÅÅȟ ÂÁÔÔÅÒÙ 
may be your limiting factor

ÅStart with full auto mode 

ÅMany cell phone cameras are sufficient

ÅLarger lens cameras are more flexible

ÅThe best camera is the one you have with you



SLR vs Cell Phone

Same lighting,
Same black background

Canon 50D SLR Google Pixel XL Cell Phone



Take lots of Pictures!!!

ÅRemember digital film is free, but have spare batteries

Å)Æ ÙÏÕ ÕÓÅ ΧΦϻ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÈÏÔÓȟ  ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÇÒÅÁÔȦ



Before taking Pictures:

Watch your backgrounds - cars, portajohns, coolers, soda 
cans, signs etc. can distract. (Be aware of these things 
before you begin photographing your items and you will 
not need to remove them later.)

Look at your surroundings:



Planning your Pictures: 
What story are you telling?

Illustrating an object?

Describing a technique?

Documenting a process?

Recording an event?

Or do you just want to do it all?



Planning your Pictures:
What pictures do you need?

Single shot of finished item?

Close ups of portions of item?

Shots of each stage of a process or technique?

Is Á ÃÁÒÅÆÕÌÌÙ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÅÄ ÓÔÕÄÉÏ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅ ÏÒ Á ȰÃÁÎÄÉÄȱ ÆÉÅÌÄ 
picture better?



Item Detailed Shot

ÅInclude a shot of the full item to give context.

ÅThen include a close-in shot of the detail that you want to 
highlight.



Single item shots

ÅStudio photo or a staged grouping of items. What tells your 
story the way you want it heard.



Backdrops



Visual Interest



Angles



Horizontal or Vertical

ÅTake both, especially if you are taking pictures that you do 
not know when you are going to use them. Otherwise you 
will want what you do not have for your page layout.

ÅYou can rotate or crop a picture, but they 

can look odd.



Planning your Pictures:
Composing your pictures

Is scale clear? - if necessary include 
a ruler or coin to illustrate size



Positioning your Work



Shooting Clothing

ÅThe best picture of your garb will be a picture taken of you 
wearing it.

ÅIf the item no longer fits you, and wearing it is not an 
option,  find an appropriate person to model it or use a dress 
form.


